The By-Laws of 
Arminius Lodge Number 25, F.A.A.M.
District of Columbia
Revision Number Thirteen


Article I 
Intention of by-laws

Section 1) It is intended that these by-laws, upon ratification, shall replace and supersede all previous revisions, known and unknown, which may be in effect, including the 1878 original.

Article II 
Designation and stated communications

Section 1) Arminius is the name and 25 is the number of this lodge. The same stands under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of The District of Columbia, and must perform its’ work in the German language.

Section 2) The lodge is organized under Charter of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, F.A.A.M. and shall conform to the Constitution, Bylaws, authority, and in the jurisdiction of the same. 

Section 3) The stated communication of this lodge shall be held on the third Monday of each month at 7:30 PM, at a place properly outfitted to conform to Grand Lodge specifications for a lodge hall, except for the months of July and August.

Section 4) There shall be no stated communication of this lodge in the months of July and August unless a motion for a vote is called for, seconded and carried by a majority of the members present to do so.  Such motion and approval must occur no later than the June communication.  Each month must be voted on separately.

Section 5) A special communication may be called at any time by the Worshipful Master by giving due notice to all resident members.  At a special communication or at one called from refreshment to labor, no part of the proceedings of a stated communication can be altered, amended or rescinded.  Such business only can be transacted for which the special communication is called. 








Article III
Definition of work as relates to the German language

Section 1) “Work” as defined in Article II, section 1, shall be defined as:  opening and closing of the lodge at stated and special communications and conferral of degrees.  Recognition of dignitaries and visitors shall be in German or English.

Section 2) The conducting of further business of the lodge in the German language shall be at the discretion of the Worshipful Master based solely upon whether it is in the best interest of the lodge at any particular communication to do so.

Article IV 
Membership

[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 1) Any person can become a member of this lodge who meets the basic tenets of Freemasonry, and whose membership would not be in violation of any tenet of the Grand Lodge of The District of Columbia, or has duly affiliated and signed these by-laws.

Section 2) It shall be the duty of the Secretary to see that every brother, upon attainment of the Master Mason (3rd) degree of freemasonry, receives and signs a copy of these by-laws.

Section 3) This lodge can elect to honorary membership through a unanimous ballot, any Mason, who has by service in the cause of freemasonry in general, or this lodge in particular, distinguished himself.  Honorary members are not entitled to vote or to be voted for and are exempt from the payment of all dues.


Article V
Officers and election of same

Section 1) The officers of this lodge shall consist of a Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Secretary, Treasurer, Senior and Junior Deacon, Senior and Junior Steward, Chaplain, Master of Ceremonies, and Tiler.

Section 2) The Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by ballot of a majority of members present at the November stated communication. Such balloting shall be by split ticket in the manner of the Grand Lodge so as to vote all officers on one ballot with a write in blank provided next to each candidate standing election to provide a means of voting for a member not listed on the ballot. Said blank shall be labeled “other”.

Section 3) The members so elected shall be installed at the next succeeding stated communication or as close to, but not later than, the feast day of St. John. Immediately after the installation of the Worshipful Master, and Senior and Junior Wardens, the Worshipful Master in consultation with the elected Wardens shall appoint members in good standing to the positions of the Senior Deacon, Junior Deacon, and Stewards. 

Section 4) The terms of office shall be for one (1) Masonic year or until their successors are duly elected, appointed, and installed. A vacancy in any office other than that of Worshipful Master, Senior or Junior Warden may be filled by appointment by the Worshipful Master at any stated communication after its occurrence.  Except in the case of death, expulsion, removal from the Jurisdiction, or dispensation from the Grand Master, no election of the Worshipful Master, Senior or Junior Warden shall be held at any other than the annual stated period.

Section 5) Before the annual election, all dues must be paid to the Secretary, otherwise, a member loses his right to vote.

Section 6) The Worshipful Master shall, immediately after an election of officers, cause the Secretary to report to the R.W. Grand Secretary, the names of the officers elected, and the proxies appointed to represent them.

Section 7) All proxies must be members in good standing of this lodge.

Section 8) At the recess immediately preceding installation, all officers in possession of such shall turn in their jewels of office to the Secretary and receive a receipt from the Secretary for same.  Likewise, all officers entitled to such jewel shall receive them from the Secretary and sign a receipt to that effect to be left with the Secretary.

Section 9) Upon the demise, removal or expulsion of an officer in possession of a jewel, the Secretary shall, through correspondence, attempt to recover the same. 

Section 10) Upon receipt of a Past Master’s jewel, the recipient shall sign an affidavit pledging the return of the jewel at his demise.

Article VI
Committees

Section 1) There shall be three Standing Committees, viz.;

a) A Charity Committee, composed of the Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens: All application for relief shall be investigated by this committee and reported to the lodge. In an urgent case, a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars may be expended by this committee, for which they shall account to the lodge by a satisfactory voucher.

b) A Finance and Examining Committee, composed of three brothers, whose duty it shall be to audit all accounts referred to them by the lodge or Secretary. It shall have the power, at any time to examine the books, accounts and vouchers of the Secretary and Treasurer, and it shall be its’ duty to do so at the end of each Masonic year, and to prepare a statement of the receipts and disbursements of the lodge for the past year, in detail, and of the debts due to or by the lodge, and report the same to the lodge at the communication for the installation of officers.

c) A Committee of Instruction, whose duty it shall be to meet when necessary for the instruction of candidates and brethren awaiting the various degrees. In the case of brethren awaiting the Fellowcraft and Master Mason’s Degree, a report of the brother’s readiness for the next degree shall be given to the J.W. so that he may properly vouch for said brother before taking the degree.  Such report may be written or verbal.


Article VII
Fees and dues

Section 1) All candidates shall be required to submit to the Secretary of the lodge, an initiation fee, to be set out in Standing Resolution 1, with their petition for membership.  Such payment must be by check or money order made out to “Arminius # 25” and will be returned in case of rejection. The fee for initiation includes annual dues for the year in which the petitioner was initiated into the Fraternity. 

Section 2) No action may be taken on any petition until the initiation fee is submitted.

Section 3) The fee for affiliation shall be set out in Standing Resolution 2 and must accompany the petition.

Section 4) Each member of this lodge is required to pay yearly dues, which are due no later than the September stated communication, but must be paid before the election.  Regular yearly dues shall be set out in Standing Resolution 3 plus Grand Lodge dues and assessments.  

Section 5) Brethren in arrears for more than one (1) year may be dropped for Non Payment of Dues, according to the relevant sections of Grand Lodge Code. 

Section 6) Should any member be too destitute to pay his dues, they may be remitted by the lodge.

Article VIII
Trustees

Section 1) Three Trustees shall be elected whose duty shall be to advance the financial standing of this lodge.

Section 2) The term of office for a Trustee shall be three years, after which time he must stand election by a majority of members present.

Section 3) The election of each trustee shall be offset by one year.

Section 4) The report of the Trustees shall be due at the October stated communication and read by the Chairman and must be signed by all three Trustees.

Section 5) Election of Trustees shall be at the November stated communication, and included on the same ballot as the lodge election of officers for the new Masonic year.  Should a new trustee be elected, he will be installed at the December stated communication with the other new officers.

Section 6) In the event of conflicting decisions regarding lodge finances and investments among the Trustees, such conflict shall be settled by vote among the Trustees with majority vote prevailing.  In the event of a course of action not receiving a majority vote, no action shall be taken.

Section 7) Any Trustee may call for a Trustee meeting.  The Trustees shall hold a meeting at a time and place of their choosing at least semi-annually.  All three Trustees must be present to constitute a valid meeting.  The Senior Trustee shall act as Chairman.  Should the Senior Trustee be unable or unwilling to act as Chairman, the Trustees will elect a Chairman from among their number, and report the result to the Worshipful Master.

Section 8) A vacancy among the Trustees for any reason shall be filled by appointment of the Worshipful Master.  Such appointment shall be only for the unexpired term of that Trustee.


Article IX
Amendments of the By-Laws

Section 1)  Any amendments or alterations to these by-laws shall be read at a stated communication and shall lie over one lunar month, when they shall be acted upon; but no alterations shall be adopted unless two thirds (2/3) of the members present concur therein.

Section 2) No part of these by-laws can be temporarily dispensed with under any circumstances whatever, except by dispensation from the Grand Master.




Brought to Lodge on January 20, 2020

Secretary: _______________________________________


Passed by vote of the Lodge on ___________________________, 20_____




________________________________                	___________________________________
WB Elijah C. Mills, PM				WB J.D. Walker, PM
Worshipful Master 2020				Secretary 
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