ARMINIUS #25 – BYLAWS AMENDMENT

Article V – Officers and Election of Same

As Reads:
Article V
Officers and election of same

Section 1) The officers of this lodge shall consist of a W.M., S.W., J.W., Secretary, Treasurer, Senior and Junior Deacon, Senior and Junior Steward, Chaplain, Master of Ceremonies and Tiler.
Section 2) The W.M., S.W., J.W., Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by ballot of a majority of members present at the November stated communication.  Such balloting shall be by split ticket in the manner of the Grand Lodge so as to vote all officers on one ballot with a write in blank provided next to each candidate standing election to provide a means of voting for a member not listed on the ballot.  Said blank shall be labeled “other”.
Section 3) In the event of more than one person desirous of the position of Junior Steward, such position shall be filled by election of one of the candidates by a majority of the members present.
Such election will be held at the same time as the regular election of officers.
Section 4)  The members so elected shall be installed at the next succeeding stated communication or as close to, but not later than, the feast day of St. John. as the next succeeding communication permits.  Immediately after the installation of the Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, the Worshipful Master shall appoint the Senior Deacon. The Senior Warden, with the advice and consent of the Worshipful Master, shall appoint the Junior Deacon.  The Junior Warden, with the advice and consent of the Worshipful Master, shall appoint the Stewards. No officer shall be appointed without the approval and consent of the W.M.
Section 5)  The terms of office shall be for one(1) Masonic year or until their successors are duly elected, appointed and installed.
A vacancy in any office other than that of Worshipful Master, Senior or Junior Warden may be filled by appointment by the Worshipful Master at any stated communication after its occurrence.  Except in the case of death, expulsion, removal from the Jursidiction, or dispensation from the Grand Master, no election of the Worshipful Master, Senior or Junior Warden shall be held at any other than the annual stated period.
Section 7) Before the annual election, all dues must be paid to the Secretary, otherwise, a member loses his right to vote.
Section 8) The Worshipful Master shall, immediately after an election of officers, cause the Secretary to report to the R.W. Grand Secretary, the names of the officers elected, and the proxies appointed to represent them.
Section 9) All proxies must be members in good standing of this lodge.
Section 10)  At the recess immediately preceding installation, all officers in possession of such shall turn in their jewels of office to the Secretary and receive a receipt from the Secretary for same.  Likewise, all officers entitled to such jewel shall receive them from the Secretary and sign a receipt to that effect to be left with the Secretary.
Section 11)  Upon the demise, removal or expulsion of an officer in possession of a jewel, the Secretary shall, through correspondence, attempt to recover the same. 
Section 12)  Upon receipt of a Past Master’s jewel, the recipient shall sign an affidavit pledging the return of the jewel in the event of his demise.

As amended:
Article V
Officers and election of same

Section 1) The officers of this lodge shall consist of a W.M., S.W., J.W., Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden Secretary, Treasurer, Senior and Junior Deacon, Senior and Junior Steward, Chaplain, Master of Ceremonies, and Tiler.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 2) The W.M., S.W., J.W., Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by ballot of a majority of members present at the November stated communication. Such balloting shall be by split ticket in the manner of the Grand Lodge so as to vote all officers on one ballot with a write in blank provided next to each candidate standing election to provide a means of voting for a member not listed on the ballot. Said blank shall be labeled “other”.

Section 3) In the event of more than one person desirous of the position of Junior Steward, such position shall be filled by election of one of the candidates by a majority of the members present.
Such election will be held at the same time as the regular election of officers.

Section 4)3)  The members so elected shall be installed at the next succeeding stated communication or as close to, but not later than, the feast day of St. John. As the next succeeding communication permits.  Immediately after the installation of the Worshipful Master, and Senior and Junior Wardens, the Worshipful Master in consultation with the elected Wardens shall appoint members in good standing to the positions of the Senior Deacon, Junior Deacon, and Stewards. The Senior Warden, with the advice and consent of the Worshipful Master, shall appoint the Junior Deacon.  The Junior Warden, with the advice and consent of the Worshipful Master, shall appoint the Stewards. No officer shall be appointed without the approval and consent of the W.M. 

Section 5)4)  The terms of office shall be for one (1) Masonic year or until their successors are duly elected, appointed, and installed. A vacancy in any office other than that of Worshipful Master, Senior or Junior Warden may be filled by appointment by the Worshipful Master at any stated communication after its occurrence.  Except in the case of death, expulsion, removal from the Jurisdiction, or dispensation from the Grand Master, no election of the Worshipful Master, Senior or Junior Warden shall be held at any other than the annual stated period.

Section 7)5) Before the annual election, all dues must be paid to the Secretary, otherwise, a member loses his right to vote.

Section 8)6) The Worshipful Master shall, immediately after an election of officers, cause the Secretary to report to the R.W. Grand Secretary, the names of the officers elected, and the proxies appointed to represent them.

Section 9)7) All proxies must be members in good standing of this lodge.

Section 10)8)  At the recess immediately preceding installation, all officers in possession of such shall turn in their jewels of office to the Secretary and receive a receipt from the Secretary for same.  Likewise, all officers entitled to such jewel shall receive them from the Secretary and sign a receipt to that effect to be left with the Secretary.

Section 11)9)  Upon the demise, removal or expulsion of an officer in possession of a jewel, the Secretary shall, through correspondence, attempt to recover the same. 

Section 12)10)  Upon receipt of a Past Master’s jewel, the recipient shall sign an affidavit pledging the return of the jewel in the event of at his demise.

Rationale:
For sections 1 and 2, the Lodge wishes to have the offices spelled out.  

The removal of Section 3 (and therefore renumbering of 4 onward) was due to the fact that it interferes with the authority of the Worshipful Master to appoint brethren to appointive offices.  If more than one brother is wishes to be Junior Steward, it should be the prerogative of the Master which one is appointed.

Section 12 (the new Section 10) is a grammatical correction.  ‘At’ vs. ‘In the event of’ accepts the fact that as humans, we’re all eventually going to die.
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