Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia
Arminius #25
Stated Communication for February – February 17th, 2020
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, Valley of Washington, DC
2800 16th St. NW, Washington DC

Brethren in attendance:
WB Elijah C. Mills (Worshipful Master)
WB John Costanza, PM (Senior Warden)
Br Matthew Matyjek (Junior Warden) 
WB J.D. Walker (Secretary)
RWB Gerhard Meinzer (Treasurer) (Grand Tiler)
WB Ken Ranney, PM
WB Alexander Olbrich, PM
WB Columbus Thompson, PM
WB John R. Wimmel, Jr., PM
WB Fred Vogel, PM (Acting Tiler)

Visitors
No visitors

I. Opening
Worshipful Master Elijah Mills opened the lodge on the 3rd degree of Freemasonry at 7:40 pm and led the Lodge in the Pledge of Allegiance.

II. Secretary’s Report
a. Minutes
The Brother Secretary read the minutes of the December 2019 and January 2020 Stated Communications

MOTION by John Costanza, Second by Jon Bouma, to approve December, passed
MOTION by Andrew Hammer, second by Matt Matyjek, to approve January, passed

b. Communications/Announcements
1. Masonic Directory
The Brother Secretary announced that he had copies of the 2020 Masonic Directory for any members who wanted one.

2. Grand Master’s Decisions 2020-1 and 2020-2
The Brother Secretary read these decisions in their entirety.

3. Dispensation to Form a New Lodge
The Brother Secretary read the Grand Master’s dispensation to form John Phillip Sousa Lodge, U.D., in its entirety.

4. Grand Visitation
The Brother Secretary explained the Grand Master’s plan for joint Grand Visitations, and related that we would take part in the one planned for 7 March.

[bookmark: _GoBack]MOTION by J.D. Walker, second by Gerhard Meinzer, to pay $300 towards the cost of the GV, passed.
III. Treasurer’s Report
The Brother Treasurer reported the operating account to currently hold seventeen thousand four hundred four dollars and sixty-three cents ($17404.63).

IV. Trustees Report
WB J.D. Walker reported on the status of the establishment of the new Trustees’ account.  He is waiting on paperwork from the Brother Senior Warden to establish the account, and paperwork from American Equity to liquidate the remaining Trustees asset.  Completion is projected before the March Stated Communication.  Discussion ensued.

V. By-Laws Change proposal
The Worshipful Master led the discussion and voting on the By-Laws Change proposals, the changes that passed are attached to these minutes.

VI. Other Business
Discussion ensued as to the status of the program, it being past 9:30 in the evening.  It was decided that we would dispense with the program and postpone it to the following month.

VII. Closing – 3rd degree
The Worshipful Master closed Arminius #25 in due form on the 3rd degree of Masonry at 9:45 pm.
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________________________
J.D. Walker
Secretary,
Arminius #25
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