Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia
Arminius #25
Stated Communication for May 2018 – May 21st, 2018
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, Valley of Washington, DC
2800 16th St. NW, Washington DC

Brethren in attendance:
WB John Costanza (Worshipful Master)

WB Mark Dreisonstok, PM (Senior Warden)

Br. Elijah Mills (Junior Warden)

Br. J.D. Walker (Secretary)

RWB Gerhard Meinzer, PM (Grand Tiler) (Treasurer) 

WB Columbus Thompson, PM (Installed Chaplain) (Acting Senior Deacon)
WB Kenneth Ranney, PM (Grand Standard Bearer) (Junior Deacon)
Br. Manfred Juschka (Tiler)

WB Andrew Hammer (Fiat Lux #1717) (Acting Master of Ceremonies)

RWB Alan Gordon, PM (Junior Grand Warden) (Temple-Noyes-Cathedral #32) (Acting Chaplain)

Br. Volker Sorger (Federal #1)


Visitors:

I. Opening

Worshipful Master John Costanza opened the lodge on the 1st degree of Freemasonry at 8:00 pm.  He thanked the Brethren for coming and asked Right Worshipful Brother Junior Grand Warden to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  He then introduced our visitors, including our visiting Grand Lodge officer, Right Worshipful Brother Alan Gordon, Senior Grand Warden.  He then introduced the Past Masters of Arminius Lodge present.
II. Secretary’s Report
a. Communications
a. GTWG

The Brother Secretary brought up the new program ‘Guarding the West Gate’ that allows for background checks on potential candidates.  Discussion ensued.

b. Grand Secretary’s Request
The Grand Secretary sent out a request to all Worshipful Masters and Brother Secretaries that we inform him on a monthly basis of what our program is for the next Stated Communication.  This is so he can establish a clearing house of Lodge information.
b. Minutes
The Brother Secretary announced that the minutes of the April Stated Communication (along with March) were posted to the Lodge Web Site.  The Worshipful Master asked for additions and corrections.  Hearing none, he declared the minutes approved as submitted.
c. Bills

The Brother Secretary presented the following bills:

Reimbursable to himself:  $ 4.90 for international postage and $28.62 for labels for a total of $33.22 for sending out the notice of by-laws change.

Reimbursable to the Brother Senior Warden:  $ 6.90 and $18.01 for a total of $24.91 for the costs involved in producing the program for tonight’s open program.

Rental costs, payable to the DC Scottish Rite, in the amount of $875.00 for January through May 2018.
MOTION by J.D. Walker, second by Ken Ranney, the Lodge pay the bills, passed.
d. Bylaws Change
The Brother Secretary announced that due and timely notice of the by-laws change proposed in March to raise dues $10/year in every category has been sent to every brother of the Lodge.
MOTION by J.D. Walker, second by Gerhard Meinzer, to adopt the by-laws change proposed at the March Stated Communication.
e. Petition Report – Br. Nachum Renfrow
The investigative committee reported favorably on the petition of Brother Nachum Renfrow of Rhode Island for affiliation with us.  The Worshipful Master proceeded immediately to hold a ballot.  The ballot was not favorable, and Brother Renfrow was rejected for affiliation with Arminius #25
f. Relief of dues for a Brother
The Worshipful Master brought a Relief Committee matter of a brother in arrears who is not able to afford dues.  
MOTION by Mark Dreisonstok, second by Ken Ranney, to waive the brother’s 2017 and 2018 dues, and assess 2019 dues at the Grand Lodge Dues and Assessments rate was made.

MOTION by J.D. Walker, second by Gerhard Meinzer, to amend the previous motion by stipulating that all outstanding dues be waived and a life membership be conferred on the brother, passed.  The main motion was thereby amended.

The main motion passed by vote.

III. Announcements

Worshipful Master John Costanza talked about the successful Kirchgang and our Joint Visitation with Justice-Columbia #3.  He then talked about the visiting Brother from Germany, Br. Julian Atzrodt of Freiburg, and discussion ensued about his visit the first week of June.  He also announced that he received an email from Brother Reinhard Engl.

IV. Treasurer’s Report
RWB Treasurer Gerhard Meinzer reported $6,519.22 in our operating account
V. Trustees Report

Trustees Chair Br. J.D. Walker reported that we now have control over the annuity from American Equity, and all three current trustees are now recognized as authorized signers.  He will coordinate with the other trustees to have a meeting.

VI. Other Business
WB Mark Dreisonstok spoke about the Universal Brotherhood Celebration.  RWB Alan Gordon announced the 2nd Grand Lodge School of Instruction.  
WB Mark Dreisonstok spoke about our Annual Visitation to Baltimore for Germania #160

The Brother Secretary discussed the dues.
VII. Closing – 1st degree

Worshipful Master John Costanza closed Arminius #25 in due form on the 1st degree of Masonry at 9:20 pm.
_________________________
J.D. Walker
Secretary,

Arminius #25
Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia
