Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia
Arminius #25
Stated Communication for October 2018 -October 15th, 2018
Yearly visit of Germania #160, A.F.A.M. of the State of Maryland

Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, Valley of Washington, DC
2800 16th St. NW, Washington DC

Brethren in attendance:
WB John Costanza (Worshipful Master)

Br. Elijah Mills (Acting Senior Warden) (JW)

WB Mark Dreisonstok, PM (Acting Junior Warden) (SW)

Br. J.D. Walker (Secretary)

RWB Mike Nicholas (Senior Grand Warden) (Senior Deacon)

WB Ken Ranney, PM (Junior Deacon)

WB John Wimmel, Jr., PM (Chaplain)

WB Jon Bouma, PM (Acting Tiler)
Br. Miroslav Berjan

WB Gerhard Voegeler, PM

WB Andrew Hammer 

RWB Morgan Corr (Federal #1) (RW Senior Grand Steward) 
Br. Kevan Schanberger (St. John’s #11)


Visitors:

WB Rolf Sorg, WM (Germania #160, Baltimore MD)
WB Robert Hunt, PM, Senior Warden (Germania #160, Baltimore MD)

I. Opening

Worshipful Master John Costanza opened the lodge on the 3rd degree of Freemasonry at 7:45 pm.  He asked WB Ken Ranney to lead the Lodge in the Pledge of Allegiance.  He then introduced the visiting Brother and the three visiting Lodge Officers.  He then recognized the past Masters of this Lodge who were present, and all Grand Lodge officers present.
II. Secretary’s Report
a. Communications
The Brother Secretary announced the cancellation of the Grand Lodge Ritual Competition due to lack of participation.

b. Minutes
The Brother Secretary read the minutes of the June Stated Communication were posted to the Lodge Web Site.  The Worshipful Master asked for additions and corrections.  Hearing none, he declared the minutes approved as submitted.
c. Bills
The Brother Secretary presented a bill for $3.56, payable to WB Mark Dreisonstok, PM, for printing of the bulletin.  
MOTION by J.D. Walker, second by Ken Ranney, to pay this bill, passed.

The Worshipful Master presented a bill for $333.35, payable to the Grand Lodge for per capita dues and assessments, due before the Grand Lodge Semi-Annual Communication.

MOTION by John Wimmel, second by Mark Dreisonstok, to pay this bill, passed
d. Petitions

The Brother Secretary reported that Br. Volker Sorger withdrew his affilation petition.  The Worshipful Master discharged the investigation committee.
III. Announcements
The Worshipful Master encouraged the Brethren to pay their dues to the Brother Secretary at the close of tonight’s Stated Communication.  The Brother Secretary has dues cards.
There was another discussion about the proposed display at the United Church of Washington, DC, The display is meant to showcase the history of the United Church and showcase the different German cultural organizations in the area.  The Grand Master is helping to sponsor a portion of this display for DC Freemasonry in general, and Arminius Lodge in particular.
IV. Program
The Worshipful Master discussed an article from the last Voice of Freemasonry written by RWB Mike Nicholas on Freemasonry in Spain and the not-so-warm relations with the rest of Spanish society.  He also discussed an article by RWB Alan Gordan about the mortality of a Lodge.  He also discussed articles by WB Mark Dreisonstok on Freemasonry in Germany in World War II.
He then gave a talk about the origins of Arminius Lodge and our first mutual visitation with Germania #160.

RWB Mike Nicholas led the Lodge in a round of applause for the Worshipful Master for his leadership in putting together our Oktoberfest celebration for dinner prior to Lodge.  He then announced the Grand Lodge Annual Communication on Saturday, November 17th.   He also announced the Annual Membership banquet at the JW Marriott, ($120/person), Friday, December 7th, along with the installation on the 8th.

He then challenged the Lodge to perform a degree in the coming year.  Discussion ensued.

WB Rolf Sorg expressed his appreciation for us having them for a visit, and spoke about the tradition of exchanging visits.

The Brother Secretary recognized two brethren who returned to Lodge after their long absence, and welcomed them back.  (Miroslav Berjan and Jon Bouma).  The Worshipful Master recognized past Master Gerhard Voegeler, who also returned to Lodge after a long absence.

WB Mark Dreisonstok rose to compliment Br. Elijah Mills on his ritual, his first time taking the West.  He also expressed appreciation to WB Andrew Hammer for his effort in restoring our Lodge Seal image.

WB Ken Ranney discussed the illness of our tiler, Br. Manfred Juschka
V. Closing – 3rd degree

Worshipful Master John Costanza closed Arminius #25 in due form on the 3rd degree of Masonry at 8:40 pm.
_________________________
J.D. Walker
Secretary,

Arminius #25
Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia
