Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia
Arminius #25
Stated Communication for November 2018 -November 19th, 2018
Elections for the ensuing Masonic Year 2019
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, Valley of Washington, DC
2800 16th St. NW, Washington DC

Brethren in attendance:
WB John Costanza (Worshipful Master)

Br. Elijah Mills (Acting Senior Warden) (JW)

WB Mark Dreisonstok, PM (Acting Junior Warden) (SW)

Br. J.D. Walker (Secretary)

RWB Gerhard Meinzer, PM (Grand Tiler) (Treasurer)

RWB Mike Nicholas (Senior Grand Warden) (Senior Deacon)

WB Ken Ranney, PM (Junior Deacon)

WB John Wimmel, Jr., PM (Chaplain)

Br. Manfred Juschka (Tiler)
WB Columbus Thompson, PM


Visitors:

I. Opening

Worshipful Master John Costanza opened the lodge on the 3rd degree of Freemasonry at 8:00 pm.  He asked Br. Manfred Juschka to lead the Lodge in the Pledge of Allegiance.  He then recognized the Brother Senior Deacon, RWB Mike Nicholas, upon his election as Deputy Grand Master of Masons of the District of Columbia
II. Secretary’s Report
a. Communications
The Brother Secretary announced the results of the election at the Grand Lodge Annual communication.
b. Minutes
The Brother Secretary related that the minutes of the October Stated Communication were posted to the Lodge Web Site.  The Worshipful Master asked for additions and corrections.  Hearing none, he declared the minutes approved as submitted.
c. Bills
The Brother Secretary presented the following bills totaling $140.33, reimbursable to himself:
$80.00 – 2/3 of the bill for beer provided during our Oktoberfest celebration

$45.57 – Envelopes for the dues mailing and future Lodge mailings

$10.00 – Stamps to replace those used in the dues mailing

$ 4.76 – International postage for the dues mailing for members living outside the US

MOTION by Mark, second by Ken, to add $20.00 to the total for the apple strudel, passed

The Worshipful Master submitted receipts for $252.56 for costs relating to the Oktoberfest, but submitted that he only wished reimbursement for $200 of that cost.

MOTION by Mike Nicholas, second by Ken Ranney, to authorize the RWB Treasurer to pay all bills, passed.
III. Treasurer’s Report
RWB Gerhard Meinzer reported $5682.06 in our operating account.
The Worshipful Master then distributed a budget for the Lodge.  Discussion ensued and expanded into topics for the future of the Lodge.
IV. Elections
The following Brethren were elected to the listed offices for Masonic Year 2019:
Worshipful Master – Elijah Mills

Senior Warden – John Costanza

Junior Warden – Andrew Hammer

Secretary – J.D. Walker

Treasurer – Gerhard Meinzer

Senior Deacon – Ken Ranney

Junior Deacon – Mark Dreisonstok

Trustee (3-year term) – John Costanza

The Worshipful Master-elect announced that he intends, upon his installation, to reappoint Br. Manfred Juschka and WB John Wimmel as Tiler and Chaplain, respectively.

The Pillar Officers will select proxies at their Installation

The following brethren were selected by the Lodge as representatives to the listed bodies:

MESH – Gerhard Meinzer
St. John’s Mite – John Costanza
Masonic Foundation – John Costanza
The Brother Secretary went over the five requirements to be installed as a Master of a Lodge in DC.

1. Serve as a Warden in this jurisdiction for a year
2. Pass the Grand Lodge Code Test

3. Pass the Grand Lodge Leadership Test

4. Be conferred with the Virtual Past Master’s degree either in an Emergent Lodge of Past Masters or a Royal Arch Chapter or a Board of Installed Masters

5. Pass the Grand Lodge Oral Ritual Exam (old Section 83)

The Worshipful Master-elect has already completed items 1-4, and has made arrangements to complete requirement #5

V. Announcements and Other Business

The Worshipful Master announced that Br. Elijah Mills has a birthday today.

He also discussed the previously discussed display at the United Church.

We have PayPal working for the Lodge.

The Brother Secretary announced the Installation of Officers for his mother Lodge, LaFayette-DuPont #19, on Friday, December 14th.  (Dinner at 6:30, tile at 7:30)  He will be installed as Worshipful Master, and invited all members of Arminius #25 who are not already members of LaFayette-DuPont and therefore already entitled to attend.
RWB Mike Nicholas announced the Installation of Officers for the Grand Lodge at 5:00 pm on Saturday, December 8th, and the Grand Lodge Annual Membership Banquet the previous night at the JW Marriott.  Tickets are $120 each.
VI. Closing – 3rd degree

Worshipful Master John Costanza closed Arminius #25 in due form on the 3rd degree of Masonry at 9:15 pm.
_________________________
J.D. Walker
Secretary,

Arminius #25
Free and Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia
